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Securing the future

THEIR CREATIVE FLAIR

Tragedy at Virginia Tech sparks
re-evaluation of campus security
MATTHEW FINGER &
JEFF MCMURRAY
Staff Writers

NEWSWIRE PHOTO BY ERIKA BRESEE

Tibetan monks perform a closing ceremony to dissassemble their
sand art mandala on Saturday, April 14th. The monks demonstrated
their art form at the library from Tuesday, April 10 until April 14.

On Monday, April 16, Cho
Seung-Hui, a 23-year-old English
major at Virginia Tech, walked into
Norris Hall on campus and killed 32
people and then himself. Seung-Hui
used two handguns, one of which
was tested by ballistics labs and
was confirmed to be used in the
shooting of two other people earlier
that morning.
As Virginia Tech and the nation
grieves, a voice of hope speaks
out. “We will continue to invent
the future through our blood and
tears, through all this sadness,”
proclaimed distinguished professor
of English at Virginia Tech, Nikki
Giovanni, at a memorial service
held in the school’s basketball
arena.
The tragic and unexpected nature of Monday’s attacks has begun
to raise questions about safety precautions around college campuses
nationwide.
Xavier is among the concerned
educational institutions that have
begun to reflect on-campus safety.
The Emergency Response Team
met Wednesday morning for three
hours not only to discuss the events
at Virginia Tech, but also to discuss
Xavier’s emergency plans and preparedness.

The Emergency Response Team
(ERT), established two years ago,
is a team consisting of 25 members
drawn from every major internal
division at Xavier. This body
includes, but is not limited to, representatives from Residence Life,
Campus Police, Campus Ministry
and the Physical Plant, said Kelly
Leon, Xavier’s Director of Public
Relations and member of the ERT.
Sylvia Bessegato, the Chair of
the ERT and Associate Vice President of Emergency Management
and Business Continuity, explained
that the role of the ERT is to assess
emergency preparedness with an
obvious concentration on student
and faculty safety. The ERT meets
once every two weeks as well as in
special circumstances, such as this
week’s events at Virginia Tech.
While the ERT is a body designed to prevent and respond to
emergencies on campus, it is also
considered a first response organization and would assume a reactionary role in case an emergency
should occur.
Should such an incident transpire, the ERT would, along with
other groups such as Campus Police
and Residence Life, assume the role
of communicating with the campus,
thus informing both the students
and faculty of the situation. The
ERT also chooses a response plan to

efficiency handle emergencies.
“Communication is one of the
most critical things you need to
manage a crisis,” emphasized
Bessegato. Media such as the
Xavier portal, cell phones, emails
and personal contact are all tools
for communication both between
administrators and students, and
within the ERT itself.
While it is comforting to have,
the Emergency Response Team’s
presence is not reflected in the
day-to-day affairs of Xavier’s campus. It is groups such as Campus
Police that assure the safety of the
university.
The Xavier Univesity Campus
Police force consists of 18 officers,
all of which are certified Ohio
State Peace Officers. To put this
in perspective, the officers of the
Norwood and the Cincinnati police
departments are also certified as
Ohio State Peace Officers. There
are officers as well as a campus
police dispatcher on duty 24 hours
a day.
Besides our own campus police,
Xavier has a mutual aid agreement
with emergency response teams
in the surrounding community,
such as the Norwood and Cincinnati Police Departments and Fire
Departments.
See SECURITY, page 3

Rock for Darfur
The rock concert heard ‘round the world
eventually showcase up-and-coming student bands.
“At the beginning of this year,
the Marketing Club revamped our
mission statement to include more
hands on experience in the community,” said vice president of the
Marketing Club, Mike Vulanich.
“This event will develop the marketing program, and it’s a wonderful cause.”
Sudan has long been plagued by
near-constant civil war due to various regional conflicts, but recently
the conflict has escalated to disastrous heights that raised humanitarian concerns worldwide.

KELLY SHAW
Campus News Editor

The Xavier Marketing Club
hopes to launch a new event using
the familiar Xavier ideal of social
justice. The first annual Xavier
music festival, named “Rock for
Darfur,” will take place from 5:308:30 p.m. next Monday, April 23,
on the greenspace. As the name
suggests, all donations will benefit
those affected by the tragedy in
Darfur, Sudan.
The idea for this project evolved
out of another marketing project
that involved AM Elevator and
Landen Falls, two of the bands
that will be playing at the concert.
Now the Marketing Club is trying to
make the event annual, and hopes to
©2007
THE XAVIER NEWSWIRE
All rights reserved

AM Elevator is one of the bands
headlining “Rock for Darfur.”

See DARFUR, page 3
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Professor Profile
Dr. Graley Herren
TYLER BURGEI

Relay for Life
Xavier will be hosting Relay
for Life at 6 p.m. on Friday, April
20 until noon. Saturday, April
21. The event is a fundraiser for
the American Cancer Society,
which researches cures and treatments for cancer. There will be
music, food and entertainment
throughout the night. Events include the Survivor Lap at 6 p.m.
and the Luminaria Ceremony at
10 p.m. To register or volunteer
please visit www.acsevents.
org/relay/oh/xu or contact hallidaygl@xavier.edu.

Senior Thesis
Artists’ Reception
There will be a Senior Thesis
Artists’ Reception at 6 p.m. on
Friday, April 20, in the Cohen
Center. The exhibit includes
graphic design, photography,
fiber arts and painting pieces. The
event continues through April 27,
and gallery hours are weekdays
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more
information call yontz@xavier.
edu or call x3811.

All Honors Day
All Honors Day will be celebrated starting at 9 a.m. on Saturday, April 21. This is the 15th
annual All Honors Day program.
Students are being recognized
for their academic, athletic and
leadership excellence on this
very special day. For more
information go to http://www.
xavier.edu/allhonorsday or contact alexanderdm@xavier.edu.

Paul Farmer:
Ethics/Religion
& Society
Lecture
As a part of the Ethics/Religion & Society Lecture, Paul
Farmer will speak at 7 p.m. on
Monday, April 23, in the Schiff
Family Conference Center. Mr.
Farmer is the Director of Harvard Medical School’s program
for infectious diseases and is
the inspiration for the Tracy
Kidder book, “Mountains Beyond Mountains.” For more
information contact melcher@
xavier.edu or call x2043.

Soul Shoes at
Ryan’s Pub
Ryan’s pub will be hosting
the band Soul Shoes at 8:00 p.m.
on Saturday, April 21. There
will be $1.00 drafts, $.35 wings
and free popcorn for all those
attending.
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Theater, which is a local contemporary theater company that was actually founded by a Xavier alumnus.
I also attend the Board of Comparative Drama Conference and will
be editing a newsletter called the
Beckett Society (the same Beckett
I wrote my dissertation about).

Contributing Writer

Dr. Graley Herren began teaching
at Xavier University in 1998, and he
has taught an array of classes for the
English department since then.
Q) What classes have you taught
since you came to Xavier?
A) I’ve taught a bunch of classes
including Modern Drama, Modern
Irish Literature, Modern British
Literature, Playwrighting, Studies
in Fiction, and Lit. and the Moral
Imagination.
Q) What have been the main
focuses of the Lit. and the Moral
Imagination courses you have
taught?
A) Well, there have been a few
different ones. I have focused on
drama, inspiring students to recognize the ethical and moral dilemmas
in the field. Also, I play with the
notion of how history is constructed;
I attempt to show how plays can
blur the lines between what’s objective fact and what’s fiction or put a
spin on the truth to serve a certain
agenda.
Q) You mentioned that you teach
Irish and British Literature. How
did you become involved with those
subjects?
A) Actually, I never studied Irish
literature very vigorously in college.
I recently wrote a dissertation on
Samuel Beckett, an Irish playwright,
and when I came to Xavier, the department noticed that and asked me

PHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.XAVIER.EDU

Dr. Graley says that Irish literature
is his greatest passion.
to teach a course on Irish literature.
Since then, it has become my greatest passion. That’s led me to get
involved in the Irish Study Abroad
program.
Q) What does the Irish literature
study abroad program involve?
A) Every summer, Tim White
and I spend about two or three
weeks in Ireland teaching Irish
literature to the students who come
along. It’s really a great opportunity to get to travel to the places
that inspired great Irish literature;
you get to absorb the literature in
a way that is not really possible in
a classroom.
Q) How else are you involved
outside of the classroom?
A) I’m a member of the Know

Q) Can you tell us about your
family and hobbies or other interests?
A) My wife and I live in Mount
Washington with our six-yearold son, Dylan (named after Bob
Dylan) who is in kindergarten in
Mount Washington. I really like
baseball, especially the Reds…I’m
actually a Fantasy Baseball genius.
Many people don’t know that
teaching English is just a hobby;
my true talent lies in my knowledge
of baseball.
Q)What is your favorite and
least favorite part of your hobby?
A) My favorite part about teaching is captivating the audience and
getting to talk about the literature
that I love. My least favorite part is
grading. It’s not the feedback part
that I don’t like; that’s obviously a
very important part of teaching. I
just don’t like standing in a position
of judgment, giving a final grade for
an assignment.
Dr. Herren says he doesn’t really have any words of wisdom for
students, but he is passionate about
what he does and enjoys teaching
a great deal.

◄Campus
security after
VT shootings
Xavier is also a National Incident Management System (NIMS)
compliant university, a requirement
that will be demanded of all universities by 2008. This, along with
the implementation of the ERT and
the mutual aid agreement, makes
Xavier, as Dr. Luther Smith, the
Dean of Students, said, “ahead of
the curve” in safety.
Yet despite the precautionary
measures taken by Xavier, it is still
difficult to predict incidents such
as the tragedy at Virginia Tech.
Planning for, much less preventing, emergencies is a very complex
and ultimately an ongoing process.
“All crises are different,” noted Ms.
Bessegato.
With that in mind, it is important
to realize that despite the terrible
results of Monday’s shooting, there
have been important questions
raised and lessons learned. “These
types of things do happen,” said
Smith, who also emphasized the
responsibility that everyone has for
their own safety. Smith believes
that education, not just for Xavier
but on a national scale, is the key
to safety.
Kelly Leon stresses that students
are the eyes and ears of Xavier’s
campus. Feedback from students
is essential in the maintenance and
further improvement of the campus,
and she encourages student input for
the ERT. Responsibility does not lie
solely with organizations such as the
ERT or Campus Police; the students
must take responsibility for their
well-being as well

Police Notes
April 10, 10:55 a.m.— A student
reported that they were almost
struck by a reckless driver in the
Commons parking lot. The suspect
was contacted and advised to slow
down while driving in the parking
lot.
April 11, 1:30 a.m.—Campus Police
responded to an ash receptacle fire
outside of Husman Hall. Several
students were cited for underage
consumption and disorderly
conduct.
April 11, 1:00 p.m.—Campus
Police warned two subjects who
were passing out literature about
a ‘keg party’ at a local bar and
escorted them off campus.
April 11, 2:41 p.m.—A non-student
attempting to remove a wheel lock
from their vehicle was cited for
criminal damage and possession
of criminal tools. The suspect was
escorted off campus.
April 11, 8:00 p.m.—An RA in

Husman Hall reported that the
sliding glass window at the RA desk
had been damaged.
April 12, 3:00 a.m.—Campus
Police responded to a disturbance
in the Commons. Two students
involved in a domestic argument
were warned and sent to their
rooms.
April 12, 9:20 p.m.—Campus
Police assisted Residence Life
in investigating a strong odor of
marijuana coming from Kuhlman
Hall. A suspect was cited for
possession of drug paraphernalia.
April 13, 1:58 p.m.—A student
reported the theft of a wallet from
an unlocked room in Brockman.
April 13, 2:50 p.m.—A student
reported that their vehicle had been
keyed in the C-1 parking lot.
April 13, 9:53 p.m.—A student
reported that they were approached
by a suspect on Herald Avenue and

solicited for money. The suspect
was later identified as a scam
artist and charged with theft by
deception.
April 14, 3:55 a.m.—Campus
Police responded to a possible fight
in progress in the Commons. Two
students were warned and sent to
their rooms.
April 14, 12:45 p.m.—Campus
Police arrested a non-student for
trespassing and obstructing official
business in the Bookstore.
April 14, 10:00 p.m.—Two students
were cited for the attempted theft of
planters outside of the Gallagher
Center.
April 15, 2:35 a.m.—Campus
Police discovered that a parking
meter outside of the Williams
College of Business had been
pulled out of the sidewalk.
April 16, 2:50 p.m.—A student
reported the theft of an unattended

Like to write? Want to try out
your skills as a journalist? Send us
an email at newswire-news@xavier.
edu.

cell phone from the basement of
Gallagher Center on April 13 at
about 4:00 p.m.

Police Note
of the Week
April 14, 3:50 a.m.—A student
in Brockman Hall reported
that a suspect had ransacked
their room and covered their
belongings in baby powder.

CAMPUS NEWS
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Tibetan monks visit XU

◄Marketing
club helps
Darfur
In July 2003, a Sudanese militia
called the Janjaweed began campaigning to ethnically cleanse the
western region of Darfur, which
the government believes to be a
rebel outpost. Prior to the Janjaweed
retaliation, various military headquarters were attacked by guerilla
forces, calling themselves the Darfur
Liberation Front. The Janjaweed
has since razed Darfur farming villages while kidnapping, raping and
murdering masses of noncombatant
civilians in the process.
While the Marketing Club has
planned most of the event, the aspect
of social justice came from another
group on campus called STANDxu
(Students for Taking Action Now:
Darfur). These students have been
raising money and distributing information about Darfur for a number
of weeks. STANDxu will also be
taking care of the donations, and
making sure they get to Darfur.
“It’s surprising how little people
know the extent of the problem in
Darfur,” said Vulanich. “This will
be a great opportunity to learn and
give at the same time.”
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Jesuit MBA
National Day of
Service

Photo Editor

Xavier Univesity was host to
half a dozen Tibetan Buddhist
monks last week as a part of an
interfaith program presented by the
Brueggeman Center for Dialogue.
Beginning at noon on Tuesday,
April 10, the monks designed and
created a sand mandala on the first
floor of MacDonald library.
The mandala was displayed to
students and visitors as the monks
worked ten hours a day to complete their sacred art by Saturday
afternoon.
With the assistance of a translator, one of the monks spoke to
a group of students on Tuesday
evening explaining the current situation in Tibet. He contemplatively
described that China invaded Tibet
in 1959, and the new government
immediately began suppressing the
dominant religion of Buddhism.
Countless ancient Buddhist temples and monasteries were
destroyed and Buddhist monks and
nuns were forced to flee into exile
or face torture and death at the
hands of their new government.
Most Tibetan monks fled into the
neighboring country of India, where
they found refuge.
The Buddhist monks who were
visiting from Drepung Gomang
Monastic College in Mundgod,

BRIEFS

At 9 a.m. on Saturday, April
21, the MBA program will partake
in the national Jesuit MBA day
of service. They will be cleaning
up McEvoy Park in Finneytown.
MBA students may RSVP to Jen
Bush of the MBA Office at bush@
xavier.edu.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ERIKA BRESEE

Xavier was host to Tibetan Buddhist monks last week who designed and
created a sand mandala on the first floor of MacDonald Library.
India are traveling around the
United States to raise awareness
and understanding about their current exile from Tibet.
Upon completing their sand art
mandala, they ended the week with
a closing ceremony where they
ritually disassembled the mandala.
Before the monks celebrated the
deconstruction of the mandala with
chanting and music, President Father Graham spoke to visitors who
crammed between bookshelves to
witness the closing ceremony. Afterwards, visitors were encouraged

to come forward to receive a bag
which contained some of the sand
from the mandala.
Throughout the week, a live webcam marked the progress made by
the monks. Although the webcam
has been disabled, the website still
shows an aerial view of the finished
masterpiece and time-lapse photos
from last week will soon be made
available at
www.xavier.edu/mandala.

Yogathon
There will be a Yogathon at
noon on Monday, April 23, on the
greenspace. The goal is for each
participant to complete as many sun
salutations as they can. All proceeds
go to Vamos Adelante and Open
Windows, two literacy programs
in Guatemala. For more information, contact Rachael Dalsing at
dalsingra@xavier.edu.

750 GRADUATING STUDENTS ATTENDED THIS YEAR’S

COMMENCEMENT COUNTDOWN!
SPONSORED BY XAVIER UNIVERSITY NATIONAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION in collaboration with the
SENIOR YEAR EX-PERIENCE COMMITTEE

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS OF OUR
RAFFLE PRIZES:

Day Of Silence
The Xavier Alliance will be
hosting a Day of Silence beginning
at 8 a.m. on Wednesday, April 18.
The Day of Silence is an annual
event held to bring attention to antiGLBT bullying, harassment and
discrimination in schools. Students
and teachers nationwide will observe the day in silence to echo the
silence that GLBT and ally students
face every day. Everyone is encouraged to be especially quiet at noon
for one minute, in order to demonstrate the power of silence.

National Alumni Association
Apple Gift Card
iPodshuffle
Cash

$300.00
$ 79.00
$ 50.00

Mike Hammersmith
Jasper Tolarba
Ryan Wolf

Jostens, Inc.
Gift Card
Gift Card

Time Well Spent
$200.00
$100.00

Nicholas Nguyen
Jennifer Hoge

Office of the Registrar
Duplicate Diploma

$30.00

Academic Transcript $
$
$
$
$

Sarah Passe

5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00

Jenelle Barnett
Elizabeth Holland
Holly Jackson
Alex Doles
James Balint

$150.00

Jill Westerheide

Senior Board
Senior Week Package

Xavier University Television
Association’s “late night talk show”
Time Well Spent invites all students
to watch the taping of the show at
4 p.m. on Friday in the Brockman
TV studio. The show will air on
the Muskie, channel 18, every day
this weekend and next week at
noon, 7:30 p.m., 8:30 p.m., and
9:30 p.m.
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Because you care.

Sales Representative in Training
Be a part of the largest family-owned memorialization products
manufacturer in the United States.
Train in the Company’s sales culture and in-house business
applications with extensive exposure to Sales, Marketing,
Sales Support, and Customer Service. Perform regular
duties within the assigned departments. Cover open sales
territories for short periods of time.
Must relocate upon completion of the training.
$35,000 while in training. Increases upon completion of training.
Applications accepted beginning June, 2007.
Contact k.flory@auroracasket.com

HELP US FILL
THIS SPACE!
Students earn 10% of all
ad sales they generate
for the Newswire

Aurora Casket Company

email Newswire@xavier.

An Equal Opportunity Employer

edu for more information
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Retrospective
~Hop in the way-back machine for a trip to Xavier of yesteryear~
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-

“If you could have any super power, what would it be?”

The right response
In light of the events that took
place on Monday, April 16, the
Newswire has decided to devote
this column to the memories of
the students who were massacred
at Virginia Tech.
The tragedy raises several distressing questions that are being
asked repeatedly by people around
the country.
Why were the students not
warned properly? Why was the
gunman able to stage two separate
attacks two hours apart? Why did
it take so long for the authorities
to respond? What caused Cho
Seung-Hui to take the lives of 32
innocent people?
Would Xavier be able to respond properly to a similar situation?
The answers to these questions
remain elusive as the facts come
to light, and in the vein of true
American crisis handling, people
continue to shuffle the blame.
As a nation, we must refuse
the urge to pin this crisis on some
scapegoat who must pay for all
the pain that has already been
suffered. Certainly, mistakes were
made: the university failed to warn
the students of the first shooting,
law enforcement should have
responded more quickly and the
campus and local police forces
were not prepared to handle such
a horrific crisis.
Already this event is causing
polarization as the gun-control
activists take to their respective
sides, blaming one another, while
others demand for Virginia Tech
President Charles Steger to resign
immediately due to his inaction.
When will our society learn that
we should work towards a greater
unity instead of dividing ourselves
to find someone to blame?
There is no doubt that we will
need to increase security around
campuses and improve commu-

nications and responses to terrible
acts of violence. But we must also
recognize that while those measures may treat the symptoms, they
fail to cure the true problem.
There are holes in people’s
hearts – holes that drive them to
commit such horrendous acts as
these. As a society, we must recognize this reality, and accept our
role in fixing it.
The shootings at Virginia Tech
demand a response, and beg for a
reaction of anger, fear, hate, blame,
violence and division. We cannot
respond this way.
We must respond with love.
We must continue to reach out
to the loners and the disturbed, like
classmates attempted to reach out
to Cho.
We must forgive those who may
have made mistakes, as many will
claim the Virginia Tech Administration did, and we must forgive
even those who harm us and our
loved ones.
We must never forget the victims of such crimes, and fight to
prevent events like these from
happening again by establishing
better security and clearer response
policies.
We must continue to have
compassion for those whose loved
ones were lost, weeping with them,
holding them, praying for them
and healing with them.
We must live each day reflecting the hope that there is something greater than suffering in this
world
Our world is one saturated with
violence and division, foolishly
convinced that these are the surest
and most effective ways to reach
a solution.
In honor of those students
who were senselessly murdered
at Virginia Tech, let us go forth,
Xavier students, and prove the
world wrong.
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Gina Lieser
Class of ‘09
“Shoot lasers out
of my eyes.”

Katie Raffel
Class of ‘09
“The Midas
touch for ice
cream.”

Kyle Hughes
Class of ‘09

Jordan Clendenen
Class of ‘10
“Ability to talk to
ferrets.”

“The power to
have any power,
anytime.”

Brittany Borne
Class of ‘10
“Eat as much
food as I want
and not get fat.”

Shannon Lloyd
Class of ‘09
“Ability to wash
my back without
touching it.”

Alex Johnson
Class of ‘09
“Have Jedi powers comperable
to master Yoda.”

Scott Skrzyszewski
Class of ‘09
“Superpowers are
for people who
don’t like their
lives.”

The global warming hoax?
Imagine: you’ve been smoking
cigarettes for decades. One day, you
see a doctor for a painful and persistent cough. He examines you with
highly sophisticated techniques and
diagnoses you with lung cancer.
You are not a scientist yourself
and you will most likely never
understand the complex reasons
that lead to this conclusion. The
doctor says that if you promptly quit
smoking and take an expensive but
vital treatment, you might survive
and have healthy children. What
do you do?
You tell your physician that
tobacco-driven lung cancer is a
“hoax”; that cell degeneration has
always existed; that it’s a natural
process for the sake of the human
species.
You tell him that his diagnosis
reflects the “corruption of science”
by the pharmaceutical lobby against
the tobacco industry.
You tell him that physicians,
tied up with pharmaceutical and
anti-smoking lobbying, are “overestimating the threat and scope of
lung cancer to create a problem
that they will need research grants
to solve.”
You argue that by blaming lung
cancer on the tobacco industry and
consumption, he and his colleagues

are trying to “enact legislation to
restrict business, the free market
and the individual’s right to chose
their own stylelife.”
Would you, really? I bet you
wouldn’t, even if you’re a member
of the Xavier University College
Republicans. However, this is a
literal transposition of the absurd
argumentation used by this group
in a flyer for the projection of the
documentary “The Great Global
Warming Swindle” that screened
on April 12 in Kelley Auditorium,
to (mis)inform students about “the
Truth Behind Global Warming.”
The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (www.ipcc.ch),
consisting of several hundreds of
scientists and reviewers and administered by the United Nations
Environment Program and the
World Meteorological Organization, released its fourth report “Climate Change 2007” last February,
providing new evidence that:
• There is now near certainty
– more than 90% confidence–
that carbon dioxide and other
greenhouse gases from human
activities have been the main
causes of global warming in
the past half century.
• The global climate is likely to
warm 3.5 to 8 degrees if car-

bon dioxide concentration in
the atmosphere reaches twice
the levels of 1750, which is
likely to happen after 2050,
unless there is a prompt and
sustained shift away from the
20th century pattern of burning
coal and oil and an aggressive
expansion of nonpolluting
sources of energy.
• Even if the level of warming
falls in the middle range of
these projections, it would
cause significant stress to ecosystems and alter longstanding
climate patterns that shape
water supplies and agricultural
production.
So yeah, why should we care
about this apocalyptic prophecy
of global warming, made up by
a bunch of corrupted scientists?
Because their diagnosis is accurate.
Because awareness is urgently
needed.
(Note: “Hoax” and “Corruption
of Science” are the words used
by Republican Senator James M.
Inhofe to describe the idea of a human-driven global warming)
—Alice Moulimois
Class of ‘07

EMILY HOFERER
BRANDY WILLIAMS

On the Web: http://www.xavier.edu/newswire
The Xavier Newswire is published weekly
throughout the school year, except during vacation and final exams, by the students of Xavier
University, 3800 Victory Parkway, Cincinnati, OH
45207-2129.
The staff editorial is written by a different staff
member each week and does not necessarily reflect
the sentiments of the entire staff. It is also not the
sole responsibility of the Opinions and Editorials
editor to write it.
The statements and opinions of the Xavier
Newswire are not necessarily those of the student
body, faculty or administration of Xavier. The

statements and opinions of a columnist do not necessarily reflect those of editors or general staff.
Subscription rates are $30 per year or $15 per
semester within the USA and are prorated.
Subscription inquiries should be directed to
Brian Bowsher, 513-745-3607.
Advertising inquiries should be directed to
Lena Abbasi, Advertising Manager, 513-745-3561.
One copy of the Xavier Newswire, distributed
on campus, is free per person per week. Additional
copies are 25 cents.
Xavier University is an academic community
committed to equal opportunity for all persons.
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and prayers out to the students of
Virginia Tech.
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The outrageous price of textbooks
As everyone associated with
college education knows, many college textbooks cost well over one
hundred dollars each, and the price
keeps going up (exponentially, it
seems) every year. To make matters worse, many college courses
require multiple textbooks.
Further, publishers, with the
collaboration of their authors, publish new editions of their existing
textbooks every few years, denying
the students the opportunity to purchase used editions at reduced (but
definitely not low) prices.
As a result, typical college students must pay several hundred dollars every year just for textbooks.
This is a substantial burden on
tens of thousands of students and
their families across the country. I
know this because I was one such
student.
Only the publishers can explain
why textbooks cost so much, or
why it is necessary to create new
editions of existing textbooks so
frequently. I have no doubt that
greed plays a major role in both the
high price of textbooks and in the
frequent changing of editions.
Fortunately students have the
option of buying a lot of their
books online. Many online book
companies offer brand new versions of textbooks at lower prices
than college bookstores do. More
importantly, many websites provide
access to bookstores all over the
country that usually carry minimally used versions of many textbooks
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Students are weighed down with the cost of heavy textbooks.
at substantially reduced prices.
However, it is the faculty that
can have the greatest impact on
the high cost of textbooks. I would
like to make a few simple suggestions that every faculty member can
undertake that will help lower the
financial burden of many students.
First, in many cases we can
designate our textbooks as optional.
For some courses it is necessary to
have a required textbook, but for
most courses, including science
courses, which generally require
the most expensive textbooks, this
is more of a habit than necessity.
A copy of the textbook can be
put on reserve in the library so that
those students that cannot afford
to purchase the textbook still have
access to the course materials.
Second, there is one thing we

all can do to counter the publisher’s
greedy practice of printing a new
edition of an existing textbook. All
we have to do is simply to stick with
last year’s edition and inform the
bookstore accordingly.
Finally, we should ask whether it
is necessary to have publisher-produced textbooks for our courses. If
we are really willing to consider the
alternatives, there are courses where
publisher-produced textbooks can
be avoided entirely.
One alternative would be to use
handouts. Many faculty already
give out handouts in addition to
required textbooks. Perhaps those
handouts could be expanded upon
such that the textbook becomes
unnecessary.
For example, in my class, we
only use handouts, and half way

through the semester not a single
student, to my knowledge, has
complained that lack of an official
textbook has been a disadvantage.
Most importantly, there has
been no detrimental effect on the
students’ grades thus far, as compared to previous years.
The greatest advantage of an
in-house textbook is that it costs
far less than any textbook produced
and marketed by a large publishing company. Equally important,
in-house textbooks can be updated
every single year, if necessary, because each year one can order only
as many copies as one needs.
In conclusion, there are practical steps that faculty can undertake
to help their financially struggling
students in regards to the high price
of textbooks. It is only a matter
of will.
This is definitely a worthy cause
for all of us to consider. Things
can change only when individuals
question the way things are being done and take the initiative to
change them. This is exactly what
we need to do if we really want to
do something about the ever-increasing price of textbooks.
—Neema Nourian
Biology Department

A budget
proposal by
Ohio Governor
Ted Strickland
would cause
many students
to lose Ohio
Student Choice
Grants,
costing Xavier
$1.2 million in
financial aid.
What do you
think?
Write us at
NewswireOped@xavier.
edu
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Women poised
to hit Atlantic 10
Championship hard
The Xavier University women’s
tennis team will be the fifth seeded
team in the 2007 Atlantic Conference Championship. The championship will be held April 20-22
at the Club 4 in Monroeville, Pa.
Xavier is scheduled to play the
Bonnies of St. Bonaventure University in the first round.
The women tennis players have
won nine of their last 12 matches,
and are 14-6 overall on the season.
Their Atlantic 10 conference record
is an impressive 5-1.
The Muskies are led by sophomore Kara Courtney. Her regular
season mark of 17-2 in singles
play is best on the team, as is her
16-3 record in doubles play. Senior Jackie Vilines will also be an
important part of Xavier’s potential
run through the tournament. She
is regularly paired with Courtney
in doubles and is the No. 1 singles
player on roster with a record of 812 against the opponent’s best.
In addition to Vilines and Courtney, the Musketeers will be leaning
heavily on freshmen Kaitlyn Zinn
and Jill Ducro who are 15-4 and
11-8, respectively. Also, sophomore Jeanette Feider and senior
Alicia Papa sport winning records
for Xavier and will be counted on
to win matches during the A-10
championships.
This would be the first title for
the women’s tennis team in 11
years.

Track team tames
tempest, turns in
tepid times
The men’s and women’s outdoor
track teams recorded notable finishes on Saturday at the Boston-Moon
Classic in Nashville, Tenn. Despite
uncooperative weather and only
competing in half of the events, the
women’s team placed eighth out of
13 teams. The men’s team placed
sixth out of six teams.
Two school records fell as freshman Kate Phillips and Dani Meiners had impressive days. Phillips
achieved her personal-best and
school record time of 1:01.06 in
the 400-meter run while Meiners
placed first in the 3,000-meter
steeplechase, turning in a time of
11:32.11 and breaking her own
school record in the process.
But the women weren’t the only
Xavier representatives breaking
records. The men’s team broke
three records, led by Clinton
Womack. The sophomore ran the
best 800-meters of his life, breaking the school record with a time
of 1:56.10. Freshman Derek LeBlanc ran the 100-meter dash in a
school-record time of 11.64. In the
high jump, freshman John Schultz
finished third with a height of 1.80
m., also eclipsing a former Xavier
record.
The Musketeer track teams will
run in two meets next weekend.
They will participate in the Eastern
Kentucky Invitational on Friday,
April 20 and the All-Ohio Championships on Saturday, April 21.
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Home sweet home: Baseball team
remains undefeated at Hayden Field
PAUL MOELLER
Asst. Sports Editor Elect

With a 4-3 victory over non-conference rival Miami last Tuesday
afternoon, the Xavier University
baseball team improved to a perfect
10-0 at home this season.
The friendly confines of Hayden
Field have been good to the Musketeers, who are now 16-20 on the
year.
Xavier scored first in the bottom
of the fourth inning, as sophomore
Neil Lindgren tagged up on senior
Matt Waskerwitz’s one-out sacrifice
fly to deep center field.
Two more Xavier runs crossed
the plate in the bottom of the fifth.
Junior Robbie Kelley’s sacrifice
squeeze bunt scored sophomore
Sean Farrell and freshman Drew
Schmidt drove in senior Adam Lipski on a single to center field.
Kelley struck again in the bottom of the seventh inning, lining

what turned out to be the gamewinning homerun over the left
field wall.
The Redhawks scored three runs
in the top of the eighth, but they
could not overcome the pitching of
senior David Hartman, who earned
his second save of the season.
The Musketeers started off a
key Atlantic 10 weekend last Friday
with two wins over the Duquesne
Dukes. Xavier won the first game
by the score of 8-6, thanks to a
stellar pitching performance from
senior Bill Konecny.
The right-hander won his second
game of the season, allowing just
two hits over his final four innings.
In the second game of the Friday
doubleheader, junior Michael Lucas
threw for an impressive eight scoreless innings before surrendering the
Dukes’ only run in the ninth.
He allowed just four hits while
striking out seven Duquesne bats-
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Sophomore Steve Brown and junior Robbie Kelley had big weekends.
men. After unfavorable weather
postponed the Saturday contest,
the Musketeers came out strong
on Sunday to sweep the Dukes and
remain undefeated at home.
The 9-3 win brings Xavier’s

conference record to 10-2, tying
them for second in the Atlantic 10.
Xavier’s game against rival
UC on Wednesday, April 11 was
postponed due to weather and is
rescheduled for Tuesday, April 24.

The Spectator by John LaFollette
Weekly commentary on the world of sports
JOHN LAFOLLETTE
Sports Editor

It is yet again the time of the
year that usually puts the Spectator
in a sort of entertainment malaise.
His two favorite seasons, college
football and college basketball,
are far enough gone, or far enough
in the future, to be effectively off
his radar. None of the other major
sports (NBA, Major League Baseball and especially the NHL) have
the drama or relevance necessary to
captivate the Spectator’s selective
viewing senses.
While it is probably true that
the Spectator would only attend
an NBA or NHL game in a strictly
journalistic capacity (and then only
if the price was right), live baseball
has long been one of his favorite
pastimes.
Against the backdrop of corked
bats, performance enhancing drugs
and a tyrannical lack of a salary
cap, he has since become disillusioned with the Big Show. His
fondest memory of childhood is
slurping over-priced ice cream
from a miniature plastic baseball
helmet, cheering aimlessly for
minor league baseball players he’d
never heard of.
Such is the beauty of minor
league baseball. Entertainment
can be found not only in the excitement of the competition, but in a
multitude of other quirky, strictly
minor league attractions, which
the Spectator, in his excitement for
the upcoming season of the Louisville Bats, is more than happy to
enumerate.
First and foremost on the Spectator’s list of reasons to go see minor
league baseball is the allure of
heckling an out-of-town player with
all the freedom and venom that his
status as an irregular provides.
After cheap tickets (or free tickets, depending on who you know or
don’t), dollar drafts, Dime-A-Dog
hot dogs and more dollar drafts,
there is nothing more fun than staking a spot on a grassy knoll in left
center field and berating an unlucky
opponent for running too slow,

throwing too weak and possessing
mere warning tack power.
This is especially true when
the target of said vitriol is Gregor
Blanco, the care-free, fun-loving,
fan-friendly center fielder for the
Richmond Braves, who happens to
be the best player on the team, and
incidentally, neither slow, weak,
nor possessing of warning track
power.
Which brings the Spectator to
his next reason to go see minor
league baseball: making friends
with the players. When a player is
sufficiently cut-down, it is best to
build him back up through a series
of apologies and recantations, or
risk ejection from the stadium.
Unlike the overpaid primadonnas who fill major league lineup
cards, the minor leaguer is insecure
about his abilities and always looking for compliments on his game.
He will often reward adoring
fans with a bleacher-ward toss
of a warm-up ball, a smile and a
wave (which usually elicits more
cheering) or, if the fan is lucky (or
persistent) enough, an extended
conversation after the game.
The latter is the goal of the
Spectator and his comrades at every Bats game they attend. Some
such attempts result in friendly
rapport between player and fans.
Still others result in the fans being
invited by the player to an evening
of carousing around Louisville with
the player’s horde of aging, overly
made-up groupies (in this sense
“Bull Durham” is true to life).
The Spectator does not wish to
divulge the name of the particular
minor league phenom with whom
he and his associates cavorted, lest
that player become inundated with
fan requests, but suffice it to say
that he is a rising start on a National
League farm team other than Richmond, who has yet to learn how to
hold his bourbon like a local.
In his defense, this player did not
have the luxury of chowing down
on ridiculously cheap ballpark
franks for almost three hours.
Only at minor league baseball
games does one find such economi-
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Only in the minor leagues will one find mascots as bizarre as “Rusty”
of the Corpus Christi Hooks, the AA affiliate of the Houston Astros,
or kiddo’s loving enough to hug a rusty, grinning fish hook.
cally priced processed meat, and
at the Gateway Grizzlies’ GCS
Ballpark outside St. Louis, the fan
with an insatiable appetite for obscure food can feast on a series of
so-called “Baseball’s Best” menu
items.
These include White Castle
Sliders (Best ‘Slider’, get it?), a
bratwurst with a slice of Swiss
cheese in the center (Best Brat), a
1/5-pound all-beef Black Angus hot
dog served with bacon and cheddar
cheese sauce (Best Hot Dog) and a
“thick and juicy burger topped with
sharp cheddar cheese and two slices
of bacon, then placed between each
side of a Krispy Kreme Original
Glazed doughnut.”
The Spectator is hard-pressed
to find food more gimmicky (“fun
and unique” according to a Krispy
Kreme spokesman) than that, but
understands obscure promotions as
part and parcel of the minor league
baseball experience.
Among the varied and esoteric

promotions arranged for the Bats
this season, the most endearing
performance is certainly that of Jake
the Diamond Dog.
A golden retriever known for his
uncanny ability to “pick up bats,
deliver water to umpires, catch
Frisbees and sign autographs,” Jake
drew countless fans to minor league
games across the country, before his
tragic passing on March 18, 2007,
two days after suffering a stroke at
age 14.
The original Jake was replaced
by another golden retriever, also
named Jake, lending immortality
to the spunky canine and confusing
young children about the nature of
death.
Rapport, carousing, doughnutsandwiched cheeseburgers and
un-dead dogs. Join the Spectator
in looking forward to all this excitement, plus the unique weirdness
of intense minor league baseball
fans, at a minor league ballpark
near you.

SPORTS

THE XAVIER NEWSWIRE

week of APRIL 18, 2007 9

Brian’s Song

‘Hockey heaven’
BRIAN BOWSHER
Editor-in-Chief

While hockey fans at Xavier are
vastly outnumbered by students
with a parent’s credit card, there is,
believe it or not, a devoted group of
puck heads who follow the sport
devotedly.
But thanks
to the NHL’s
post-lockout
divorce from
ESPN and the
university’s auWIKIPEDIA.COM
dacious choice
to leave Versus off the XU cable
service (what hoser made that
call?), this group of fanatics is
forced to either seek out a local bar
and ask to turn on the game (and get
cursed at), try to convince an offcampus friend to spend more than
$100 on the Center Ice Package
(and get laughed at) or download
a couple of illegal P2P programs
that will stream free online video
broadcasts of the games (and hope
you don’t get caught).
It’s an unpleasant predicament.
So, on a day featuring five different playoff games, I have decided
to do the dirty work, risking online
piracy persecution in the name of
bringing you, the hockey-starved
Newswire readers, a minute-byminute recap of everything you’re
missing. Watching video of two
games at a time while keeping tabs
on the others via gamecast, I present
to you tonight’s lineup:
7 p.m. MSG Atlanta at New York
Rangers
7 p.m. CBC Ottawa at Pittsburgh
8 p.m. CBC Vancouver at Dallas
9 p.m. KDOC Anaheim at Minnesota
10 p.m. CBC Detroit at Calgary
Here we go…
7:00—Pittsburgh—We are
greeted by the Hockey Night in
Canada theme, which is arguably
the best theme in all of sports in the
absence of the NBA on NBC. Nelly
should really
take note.
7:01—
Pittsburgh—
In the opening
segment we
see a bunch
of boisterous
and almost
certainly ineMALA.BC.CA
briated Senators fans tailgating
in the Mellon Arena parking lot
yelling in unison, “Bring it back
to Canada!” I think this is what a
Canadian NASCAR Fan would
look like.

7:02—Pittsburgh—The first
over-analysis of the night comes
from Ron MacLean: “[Sidney]
Crosby has two empty bottles
of water, so you know he’s hydrated.”
7:08—Pittsburgh—Penguin fans
pause for a moment of silence to remember the victims of the Virginia
Tech shootings. Unlike last night
at the Islanders game, no one yells
profanities over the silence. You
would think New Yorkers would
have more respect for a tragedy.
7:11—New York—Over at the
Garden, Daniel Rodriguez performs
one of the most emotional renditions of the Star Spangled Banner
I’ve heard. Closing his eyes and
clenching his fist, Rodriguez belts
out the last few lines in front of a
roaring crowd. The arena sounds
like the roof is about to be blown
off.
7:12—New York—Sure enough,
the emotion in the building translates onto the ice, as the Rangers
take a 1-0 lead just 32 seconds into
the game. Not the best way for Atlanta goalie Kari Lehtonen to show
he shouldn’t have been benched for
game two.
7:16—Pittsburgh—Tough break
for the Pens. A centering pass from
Ottawa’s Jason Spezza deflects
off Pittsburgh’s Jordan Staal and
flutters over goalie Marc-Andre
Fleury into the net. The Sens have
too much offense to get breaks
like this.
7:27—New York—2-0 Rangers.
Atlanta’s playing like a franchise
that’s never been to the playoffs.
7:29—New York—Rangers
center Sean Avery finds himself in
a familiar position: a headlock. The
guy might be the most hated player
in the NHL. As long as Elisha
Cuthbert still hangs out with him,
though, he probably doesn’t care.
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Unfortunately for Ladislav Nagy (17), this wasn’t the most painful hit he took Tuesday night.

Cherry makes his first appearance
of the night on “Coach’s Corner.”
Canada’s version of John Madden,
Tony Kornheiser and Rush Limbaugh rolled into one colorful suit,
Cherry draws more
attention and scrutiny than Duke lacrosse players. For
some perspective,
several newspaper
articles appeared
in Canadian papers
this morning questioning Cherry’s
tame opinions on
a relatively minor
injury to Ottawa
defenseman Christoph Schubert.
8:01—Dallas—The StarsCanucks game is
being called by
PHOTO COURTESY ELISHACUTHBERT.DK
none
other than Jim
Elisha Cuthbert, The Girl Next Door, walking with
Hughson,
known
Sean Avery, the douchebag down the street.
better in the States
7:45—Pittsburgh—The boy as the play-by-play guy in the EA
love for Crosby continues: “He’s Sports NHL video game series.
8:17—Pittsburgh—Despite bethe hardest working player in the
NHL.” As is always the case, such ing just 18-years-old, Jordan Staal
a superlative is not backed up is playing a key role for the Penwith anything resembling rational guins against one of the best teams
in the league. His goal in front of
evidence.
7:49—Pittsburgh—Wearing a the net ties the game at 1-1.
8:39—Dallas—Ouch. Stars
khaki-colored suit, a yellow Frenchcuffed shirt, gold tie, gold handker- forward Ladislav Nagy catches a
chief and yellow corsage pinned high stick to the face, and the lucky
to his lapel, the conservatively people watching at home on HD get
dressed (by his standards) Don to see a close-up of his mangled,

bloody mug in picture-perfect clarity. I bet he doesn’t miss a shift.
8:46—
D a l las—Sure
enough,
here’s Nagy
back on the
ice with his
linemates.
Hockey
players are
beyond
tough.
Don Cherry
8:54—
New York—The always colorful
Stan Fischler with some candid
commentary on the Atlanta Thrashers: “They remind me of the guy
who goes to the shrink asking help
for an inferiority complex
and the shrink
s a y s , ‘ Yo u
don’t have an
inferiority complex; you’re
just inferior.’”
Sometimes the
truth hurts.
9:33—Pittsburgh—Thanks
to unlikely hero
Anton Volchenk o v, O t t a w a
takes a second
game in Pittsburgh to assume
a commanding
Sidney Crosby
3-1 series lead.

A great year for the Pens though,
who entered the season expecting this to
be their last
in the Steel
City.
9:39—
New York—
The Rangers’ seventh
goal gives
Michael
Nylander
PHOTO COURTESY CBC.CA
a hat trick
and caps off
a proverbial curb stomping. Rangers lead the series 3-0.
2:31—Cincinnati—With the final horn having long-since sounded
(both literally and metaphorically),
I fare thee well,
dearest Newswire readers, for
my time here is
all but up.
As hard as it
may be to do, it
is time for me to
move on.
I sincerely
hope you’ve enjoyed the 92nd
year of our publication, and I
ensure you that
the 93rd will be
even better.
Thanks for
PHOTO COURTESY CBC.CA
the memories,
Xavier.

10

DIVERSIONS

week of APRIL 18, 2007

THE XAVIER NEWSWIRE

Magical moves at Midwest Masala
EMILY HOFERER
Diversions Editor

The Cintas Center was transformed into a microcosm of South
Asia as the host for Midwest Masala
2. The dinner and dance competition took place on Saturday, April
14 and it attracted not only students,
but people from the community and
the competing schools as well.
The event started with a buffet
style dinner of Indian food that
turned out to be the running joke
of the night. Truth be told while
it was very delicious it could have
been much stronger. But, as the
scent is quite distinct, next year the
dinner crew should provide some
after dinner mints.
The show was a little slow to
start, but finally our emcees for
the night, junior Anish Kapil and
senior Faraz Rahman, introduced
the opening act, comedian Rahul
Siddharth.
His routine consisted of jokes
about his traditional Indian parents,
dating and why American Idol
contestant Sanjaya Malakar has
not been voted off yet. According
to Siddharth, it’s because all the
Indians are voting for him.
Midwest Masala is first and
foremost a dance competition.
Every team’s introduction was
a video introducing the dancers,
which was displayed on the screen
above the stage. The first team to
compete was the Indiana University
Bhangara.
IU’s intro was supposed to be a
parody of “The Real World,” which
I found to be a little boring. There’s
a lot of pressure to open a show, so
perhaps something more attention
grabbing would have worked better.
Their performance was fine, but
nothing memorable.

Next up was the University of
Cincinnati International Dance
Team. Their video intro was a visual tour of their campus and took
a few friendly stabs at Xavier by
proudly showing the “Xavier girls
are still ugly” t-shirt. Their routine
included a song that talked about
Cincinnati in the lyrics.
After a solid performance by the
Xavier Dance Team, the ladies from
Michigan State University NASHA
took to the stage. Their low maintenance but skillful routine received a
lot of praise. It was their first time
at Midwest Masala as well.
Miami University played right
into their preppy stereotype by way
of costuming. The women wore
outfits purchased from Victoria’s
Secret and Hollister while the men
wore blue jeans and polo shirts
(alas, no popped collars). They
had some great stunts, including
a terrific jump at the end of their
performance.
After a brief intermission the
313 Warriors from Wayne State
University brought their spirited
presence to the stage. They had
plenty of props and decoration
as well as a very cool intro video
with up-tempo music and great
pictures of Detroit. There were
a lot of people on stage, so there
was always something to watch.
It was a visually pleasing routine
that included many different types
of dance.
The Xavier Step Team performed after the 313 Warriors.
Even though there were only four
of them, the ladies held their own
with a very rhythmical and exciting
routine.
The defending champions,
TAAL, from the University of
Michigan, were next in their pink

The men of Muskie Matsi enjoyed energizing the audience.
and baby-blue outfits. The stage
was decorated with large, stand-up
pink and baby blue iPods. Their
music was a great collective mix
and it was easy to see why they
were the defending champions.
Finally, it was time for the home
team to show the audience what
they had in store for them. The
Xavier University Muskie Masti’s
video introduced the five male
dancers in a matrix themed plot.
They had to chose between the five
women from the real world or the
other five women from the Matrix
world. It clearly shows that our
dance team is not only skillful, but
creative as well. Their high energy
performance concluded with the
team rolling out a giant silver X.
While the three experienced
judges tallied the scores, the charity
which received the proceeds from
Midwest Masala contributions was
introduced by Dr. Joshi, which was
very entertaining to say the least.
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The Miami MILAAP (above) line up to dance in unison while the women from University of Michigan (below)
dance among their giant iPods.

He spoke very passionately about
the Saraswati Secondary School
located in Nepal.
Finally, it was time to announce
the winners. After the necessary
thank you’s, the results were read
aloud. Xavier’s Muskie Matsi came
in third with 82 points. Last year’s
winners, TAAL from University
of Michigan, came in second with
86 pts. The NASHA women from
Michigan State University took
first, with only a one-and-a-half
point difference.
Although some of the dancers from University of Michigan
looked disgruntled and even appalled at these very close results,
there were heartfelt congratulations
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all around.
The evening dragged at some
points, but the dancing was phenomenal. If the Xavier team feels
disappointed it is understandable
as their high energy performance
was a crowd favorite. However, the
team and the South Asian Society
have come a long way in the past
two years and they should be proud
of themselves, even if the judges
scores do not reflect their stellar
accomplishments.
Midwest Masala brought in over
900 people for an evening of great
food and dancing. It was truly
another great success and is sure
to become an annual staple of life
at Xavier.
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Small wreck for talented duo
EMILY HOFERER
Diversions Editor

“Hmm…what would Jesus do?”
Michelle Branch inquired with
a smile on her face. And no, she
wasn’t delivering us any kind of
moral advice.
She was merely debating the
invitation for her and Jessica Harp,
the other half of the country duo the
Wreckers, to join some members
of the crowd at Dana’s after the
show. The Wreckers performed at
Cintas Center on Thursday, April
12, but sadly did not go to Dana’s
afterwards.
Only about 800 people attended
the show, which had no opening act
and only lasted an hour and a half
(including their encore). While the
crowd was anything but sold out,
the Wreckers still put on an engaging and genuine show.
Both girls were in sync with one
another, like they had been playing together for decades. Branch,
already well known for having
great pitch, perhaps has more of
a musical talent than Harp who
seems to be stronger on the vocals.
They even covered “Love is Here
to Stay” which was sung by another
famous duo, the Judds.
Throughout the concert, the girls
talked with the crowd creating a
great feeling of intimacy inside the
vast Cintas Center. It was great
to observe the girls closely. Did
anyone else see the eyes that Harp
was making at the guitarist? Ah,
tour romance.

BRIEFS
Emily Hoferer, Editor
Diversions Desk: 745-2878
newswire-diversions@xavier.edu

Cultural Meet-andGreet
Join SAC and BSA for a short,
sweet, cultural meet-and-greet!
Come mingle with different cultures on campus at 5:30 p.m.
on April 19 on the greenspace.
There will be international music,
dancing and fashion. Food from
Greece, Italy, India, America,
Mexico, Asia and much more.
Best of all, it’s free!
Jessica Harp and Michelle Branch had no cat fights while on stage.
Branch also made plenty of
jokes about being at a Catholic
school. Branch, who is married to
her bassist, Teddy Landae, proudly
displayed a giant tattoo of what
looks to be a cowgirl as she played
the acoustic and electric guitar, as
well as the mandolin.
For a solo performance, Branch
played her last big hit “Are You
Happy Now?” Harp also had an opportunity to sing. She chose a song
by one of her favorite songwriters
called “Drinking Problem.”
While the Wreckers tried to get
the crowd to rock out, it seemed
that a majority of the people there

only knew their one famous song,
“Leave the Pieces” and most were
standing there listening to the
music.
Many of the Wreckers’ songs
were typical country with some
pop-infused accents. They did
great performances of “Same
Truck,” a song about getting burned
by another guy, and “Stand Still,
Look Pretty,” the title track of their
album, which they played as their
encore.
They closed the show with
their big hit “Leave the Pieces.”
The crowd knew all the words
and heartily sang along. Branch
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thanked the crowd saying “We
didn’t think that anyone would
show up.” And while it was still
a small concert in a big arena, the
girls put on a great show.
If you would like to see the
Wreckers again on the road, they
were hand selected by Keith Urban
to be the opening act on his “Love,
Pain and the Whole Crazy Tour,”
before he entered rehab. When
he asked if they would wait for
him to get his life in order, they
agreed. The will hopefully get to
showcase their great talents to many
big crowds.

with Jeff McMurray
One of the greatest aspects of
the world of music, aside from
the drugs and groupies, is cover
music. Covers have become such
an ingrained part of music that
cover bands have formed. Some
of the more prominent cover bands
include AC/DC and Mini-KISS.
But this “Unrated” is not about the
bands. It is about the cover songs
that have warmed our hearts over
the years. I give to you now a list of
the greatest covers of all time.
“Gin and Juice” – The Gourds.
It is often mistaken that Phish or
Blues Traveler covered this song,
but in actuality it was the Austin,
Texas band The Gourds. You can
thank the users of Napster for this
mistake, who incorrectly labeled
the song. Aside from the mislabeling, the song is forever imprinted
into our heads. It is hard to forget
the twang of Kevin Russell’s voice
singing, “Rollin’ down the street,
smokin indo, sippin’ on gin and
juice.”
“Bitches Ain’t Shit” – Ben Folds.
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All I know is that if Ben Folds tells
me that bitches ain’t shit, then he
must be right because he knows.
In all seriousness, this is a great
version of an old-school classic. If
you want a real treat though, get a
hold of the original version and see
how different it sounds from Ben
Folds’ version.
“Boyz ‘N the Hood” – Dynamite
Hack. No other song that I know
of tells the tale of how hard it is to
grow up in the suburbs. Dynamite
Hack really catches the essence
of this song both musically and
visually in their video. The band
gets extra points for sampling The
Beatles’ “Blackbird” at the end.
“Mercy, Mercy Me” – The
Strokes and Eddie Vedder. The
vocal stylings of Julian Casablancas and Eddie Vedder over the
interlocking drums of Fab Moretti
and Queens of the Stone Age’s Josh
Homme are what make this song.
Other covers The Strokes have done
include “Walk on the Wild Side” by
Lou Reed and “A Salty Salute” by

Live Wires
Thurday, April 19
Galactic
@ Bogarts ($17-20)

Friday, April 20
Anti-Flag
@ Bogarts ($15)

Saturday, April 21
Lonestar
@ Grand Victoria ($50)

Sunday, April 22
Rocca Deluca
@ 20th Century ($12)

“A Few Good Men”
The Peer Leadership Team will
be hosting a Leadership Movie
Madness series and featuring
the movie “A Few Good Men.”
The movie will begin at 8 p.m.
on Wednesday, April 18 in Tuckers Lounge in Brockman. Free
food and drinks will be served.

Late Night Movie
The featured Late Night Movie
of April is “Freedom Writers.”
The movie is a story about a group
of impoverished high school students who find success in the safety of their English classroom and
go on to achieve success when no
one thought they would. The movie will be shown at 11 p.m. from
April 19-21 in the GSC Theatre.

Free Concert
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Listen to New Englands’
newest “It” band live from 69 p.m. on Friday, April 20 on
the greenspace. This event is
hosted by Relay for Life and is
free. Come show your support
and listen to some cool music.

I’ve always wondered, what does Ben actually fold?
Guided by Voices. Both of those
are great versions, but “Mercy,
Mercy Me” is the best.
“Smooth Criminal” – Alien Ant
Farm. Dryden Mitchell is the only
singer I can think of who can do a
cover of a Michael Jackson song
and get away with it. AAF does
a great job covering this song and

the video is littered with tributes
to Jackson, which range from the
lighting of the sidewalk as well
as the Thriller dance by old men.
Sadly, though, this is the only song
that the band is known for.
Well, that’s all for this week!
I’m off to punk-ass trip in the dead
of night.

New Releases
The following discs are due for release on or after April 17...
Avril Lavigne The Best Damn Thing (Arista) ... Nine Inch Nails Year
Zero (Nothing) ... Clay Walker Fall Curb Records) ... Lumidee Unexpected (TVT)... Bucky Covington Bucky Covington (Lyric Street)
...All dates are tentative.

Fiesta Solar
Join SOL for their Fiesta Solar
from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. on Friday,
April 20 in the Armory. There
will be Latin American music,
food, culture and dancing. The
event is free and open to all.

CALENDAR AND CLASSIFIEDS
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WEDNESDAY
April 18
This week marks a momentous
occasion in the land of Calendar
City. If Calendar City was a real
geographical location, there would
probably be an earthquake...or at
least a parade. Maybe the people of
Calendar City would have such an
incredible parade that it would cause
an earthquake. That would be the
most likely scenario if Calendar City
actually existed.
I could also see it being a colder
city, where most people have to
wear jackets and have the option
of wearing hats but don’t always
have to wear hats but some people
wear hats just to look fashionable
and everybody thought they looked
fashionable but the hat-people were
actually just masking hidden insecurities about their hair color, length,
cut or style.
But back to the monumental occasion. This week is officially the
50th Calendar City I’ve written.
50! So few people ever get a
chance to celebrate the 50th of anything! I am so excited right now!
It’s like the golden anniversary
between me and the newspaper. It
kind of makes me feel sentimental.
I know it’ll be a cold day in hell
when I celebrate 50 years of marriage to the same person, so if I
personify the newspaper, it’s almost
like spending 50 weeks with the
same person...and that’s an accomplishment for a woman of my indecisive, alpha-female persuasion.
Speaking of my numerous love
interests at any given time, “A Few
Good Men” will play in Tucker’s
Lounge at 8 p.m.
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Calendar City
By Briana Hansen. To place an item in the calendar, mail to hansenb@xavier.edu.

THURSDAY

SATURDAY

April 19

April 21

Hey, I’d take a few good men
over the seemingly numerous,
countless shmucks I’ve got to deal
with every day--am I right, ladies?
Okay? Yeeaaaah. Uh huh, girlfriend. You said it. That’s right.
“Freedom Writers” plays tonight
at 11 p.m. in the GSC Theater. I’ll
probably be going because there
will be cute boys and I love to sit
by myself and giggle at the cute
boys and pretend they’re flirting
back with me and I can see who
they’re sitting with and see if we
have a mutual friend and I can use
that mutual friend to look them up
on Facebook and then I can look at
their pictures and see what a cute
couple we’d make! Teeheehee!

If weather prevented you from
achieving your life-long goal of skydiving last Saturday, I’ll bet you’re
still in luck.
My intution tells me there will be
people meeting at Kuhlman circle
around 8 a.m. to skydive somewhere
in the Cincinnati area today.
Then again, my intuition also
tells me that I’ve got a fever, and
the only prescription is more cowbell, which is a completely stolen
and over-used line from a hilarious
SNL sketch. I don’t know what’s
real anymore.
I do know that the very real improvisational comedy group “Don’t
Tell Anna” has a free show tonight in
Kelley Auditorium at 9 p.m.

FRIDAY
April 20
Wait...what? I meant, um, girl
power! Of course, or whatever.
Anyway, to honor 50 weeks
with Calendar City, I decided to do
a little research on the history of
Calendar City.
Of course I conducted this “research” in proper Calendar City
function by simply taking a couple
minutes to wander around the office
and see what junk I can pretend has
value and meaning.

Happy 50th, babycakes!
Momma loves you.
Lo and behold, I came across a
1987 issue of the Newswire in which
the back page was simply a calendar. No jokes. No wit. No creepy
innuendos. No nothin’.
The audacity.
Just imagine turning to the back
page of your paper to simply see a
set of dates with actual events going
on around campus...it makes me sick
to my stomach.
But who thought about turning
this page into a “city”? Who thought
about hiring burnt-out, rambling,
nonsensical bums who have nothing
of particular importance to say?
Why am I here? Why are you
there? Who am I? Who are you?
Who is that man who stares
at me every morning through my
window and runs off when I make
eye contact?
Can I name him Harry?
Are you listening, calendar god?
If so, send me a prophet who looks
exactly like Brad Pitt but is madly in
love with me...and it will be good.

SUNDAY
April 22
Today is Earth Day. I have a very
hard time taking this day seriously.
How am I supposed to be thankful
for something that sometimes allows
it to rain and when I walk in the
puddles my socks get wet and I feel
very uncomfortable for at least an
hour afterwards? Not very thoughtful, planet Earth.
Also, if you switch the “e” with
“f” and lose the “h” you’ve got the
word FART! HA! FART DAY!

MONDAY
April 23
I’ve written this column 50 times
and I’m still making fart jokes. At
least I didn’t end that day with my
original inclination, “POOP!”
Hahaha, shoot. There it is on
paper and it’s so freaking funny.
My goodness.
OK, OK, OK. I’m more clever
than an eight-year-old. Surely I
can think of wittier comments than
simply bathroom humor.
From 7-8:30 p.m. in the Schiff
Family Conference Center, Paul
Farmer will be speaking. He’s an
amazing man with an inspirational
message and you should make every
effort to be there to listen to him.
Oh, right, joke time...um...hey,
the Shiff Family Conference Center,
eh? My goodness. It must be a really big family if you need a whole
conference center to accommodate
them! I mean, I wonder what the
GROCERY bills are like!
Right? The GROCERY bills?
Ha? Expensive...probably. Yeah.

TUESDAY
April 24
Monkey pooh. Fat guy in a little
coat. Christopher Walken reading
children’s stories.
That was scary there for a moment. I thought maybe I’d lost my
edge.
Maybe I’ve finally become too
mature for this position and will
no longer resort to stupid, childish,
colloquial, moderately inappropriate
phrases for a meaningless laugh...
Or maybe that’s what your mom
said last night! Hiyooooooo!

Classifieds

For classified orders and information, call Ann Tassone at 513-745-3561 or email her at Newswire-Classifieds@xavier.edu

Help Wanted

Babysitters wanted. Average pay is $10 per
hour. Register free for jobs near campus
Senior Services of Northern Kentucky is or home. Visit www.student-sitters.com.
recruiting volunteers to help at the Flying
Pig Marathon on Friday, May 4 or Sunday,
Summer day camp located north of CinMay 6. Short shifts. Money raised goes
cinnati is hiring camp counselors and
to local seniors in need of food. If intercertified lifeguards over the age of 21.
ested, contact Adam at 859-292-7943.
All necessary training provided. Great
Appointment setters needed!
Have hours, excellent pay and a fun summer
fun meeting people and make lots of experience. Call Shay at 513-623-8241.
money! Earn $300 to $1,200 per week
Part-time
preschool
assisfor 15-20 hours canvassing. Highest
tant
needed.
Afternoons
in
pay in the industry! Call 513-735-2725.
Blue Ash and West Chester. Visit
www.kindergar tenschool.
2007 summer opportunity! Professional
com
or
call
513-791-4300.
couple in a Northern Cincinnati suburb is
looking for a fun, dependable, mature person J. Crew in Kenwood Towne Center is now
to help out with two kids for the summer. hiring, confident, high energy and enthusiasHelp needed includes transporting kids to tic people for part-time positions. Minimum
and from various activities and monitoring of 15 hours per week. Must be available for
whereabouts. Ages are 14 and 12. Must two weekend shifts. Apply within at 7875
have your own car and have a good driv- Montgomery Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45236.
ing record. Also, prefer a person who is a Compensation is negotiable. No phone calls.
dog lover since we have an adorable mini
golden-doodle. Hours may vary depend- Females and males needed immediately!
ing on activities but usually about 30 hours Full-time and part-time positions available
per week. The right person will receive for spring and summer landscape work.
very good pay! References will be needed Experience helpful but not necessary. Call
before interview. Call 513-872-3829 or Joe from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. at 513-509-6967.
email Runro1@aol.com with your letter
of interest, work history and references. Interesting and rewarding education assistant opportunity! We are looking for an
Cincinnati Nature Center seeks children’s education assistant to provide homework
day camp summer staff. For details, visit and learning support, and some transportawww.cincynature.org/cnc.asp?n=jobs- tion, to two bright engaging children--a boy,
summer or call 513-831-1711 x127. age seven, and a girl, age nine. Perfect for
an undergraduate or graduate education
Xavier grad is moving this weekend. Two- major interested in practical experience
year-old bed with box spring is for sale for with the latest strategies and technolo$75 or best offer. It’s super comfortable gies in compensating for dyslexia. We will
but must pick up this weekend. Decent work with your school needs and provide
couch for $25. Side tables--$5 a piece. professional references. Approximately
Lamps--$5. TV, DVD players, microwave, 18-20 hours per week in Clifton. Comrug. On Hudson Avenue. Call Bill at 513- petitive salary. Call Joan at 513-281-1162.
532-3950 or email hugheswe@xavier.edu.

Two Men and a Truck need summer help.
Hiring drivers and movers that are hardworking and honest. Great pay and bonuses. Must work well on a team. Beat
the rush- apply now! Call 513-245-1900.

Live with all your friends! Awesome
four and five bedrooms with balcony
overlooking yard. Washer and dryer on
premise and free parking included. Easy
walk to class. Call Scott at 513-673-4946.

Leading national automotive website
looking for part-time and full-time
seasonal account managers. Sales and
computer experience required. Internships and co-op programs welcome.
Call Andrew at 513-381-0100 x2000
or email andrew@swapalease.com.

Cozy three bedroom apartment with
laundry and off-street parking. Secure
building. Call Scott at 513-673-4946.
Spacious two bedroom with front
porch and yard for grillouts. Parking and
laundry. Call Scott at 513-673-4946.

Awesome two bedroom with walk out
balcony overlooking yard. Huge rooms
with closets to spare. On XU shuttle
line. On site washer and dryer, lighted offTwo, three and four bedroom houses avail- street parking. Call Scott at 513-673-4946.
able for this winter, next summer and next
school year. Two blocks from campus, clean, Huge! Three bedrooms, walk or bike to class
fully equipped, off-street parking, laundry, or ride shuttle on rainy days. Parking and
next to other student housing. Call Doug laundry on site. Call Scott at 513-673-4946.
at 513-616-3798 or email cit545@aol.com.
3814 Floral Avenue in safe Norwood!
House for rent at 995 Dana. First time of- Available for ‘07-’08 school year. Five bedfered to students! Eight bedrooms but large rooms, two full baths, one half bath, cenenough for nine. One is a double bedroom. tral air, free laundry, new carpet throughLarge fenced backyard, back sun deck, cov- out house, wired for Internet in each
ered front porch, gated driveway, washer bedroom, deck, built–in bar in basement.
and dryer hookup, full basement, dishwasher, $1,400 per month ($350 per person)
hardwood floors, 3.5 baths. Call 513-265- plus utilities. Call Matt at 513-288-8602.
1485 or email ucmanager@murents.com.

For Rent

One and two bedroom apartments available. First month free. Be the first tenant to live in one of these completely
renovated apartments! They include new
kitchen, bathroom, flooring, appliances,
and washer/dryer. Minutes from Xavier
and downtown. Rents range from $425$825 per month. Call Brett at 513-4763256 or email ktockman@hotmail.com.

Wow! Adorable bright and cheery apartments across from campus, $380. Studios,
$350. Includes heat. Air, carpet, equipped,
laundry. Value! Email cincivegan@juno.com.
Great investment opportunity! Live rent
free and gain equity! Four unit apartment in Norwood. 100% occupied with
long-term reliable tenants. Well-maintained building. $175k. Marcus and Millichap. Call Robert at 513-241-9002.

Enormous five to eight bedroom, three bath
mansion! Renovated in 2005. Huge kitchen,
new bathroom in 2007, off-street/garage
parking, laundry on site. Cookout porch,
huge basement, one block from campus.
$350 per person. All utilities included! 200708 school year. Call Scott at 310-383-1122
or email sbrauer@coldstreamfinancial.com.
Extra large newly renovated three
bedroom apartment. Half
a
mile
from campus.
Features: Full,
very nice kitchen, large, quiet bedrooms, laundry, parking (with garages),
cable
ready, a
magnificent
party facility that must be seen!
(Why mess up your apartment?)
Heat, electric and water are included,
$1,100 per month. Call Tim at 513266-6567 or Ian at 513-253-7368.
One bedroom across from Joseph Hall
and the Fieldhouse. Off-street parking,
on site laundry, central air, dishwasher,
hardwood floors, carpeted bedrooms.
Call Bobbi at 513-709-3708 or 513221-0354 or visit www.kmrentals.com.
Two bedroom across from Joseph Hall and
the Fieldhouse. Off-street parking, on site
laundry, central air, dishwasher, hardwood
floors, carpeted bedrooms. Garages are
still open. Call Bobbi at 513-709-3708 or
513-221-0354 or visit www.kmrentals.com.

Travel
Call STS for the best deals to this year’s top
10 Spring Break destinations! Earn the highest rep commissions! Ask about our group
discounts! Voted best party schedules. Call
1-800-648-4849 or visit www.ststravel.com.

